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Facilitating Access to Knowledge 	

•  A2K requires:	


– Appropriate incentives for creation and 
distribution of knowledge;	


– Legal rules that facilitate access to knowledge 
goods; 	


–  Innovative information communication 
technologies to enable a2k.	


•  Challenges and Opportunities.	

	




Challenges - TPMs	


•  Overbroad legal protection for TPMs can restrict 
a2k by:	

– Overriding national CR exceptions & 

limitations;	

– Precluding access to PD & non-copyrightable 

information;	

–  Impeding technological innovation, reducing 

availability of information technology & tools.	

	




Opportunities - TPMs	

•  To facilitate A2K:  	


– Provide Member States with information about 
all WCT/ WPPT implementation options (and 
not just the most restrictive); 	


– Revise “old” WIPO Model Law TPM 
provision	

•   limit legal protection to scope of copyright	

•   protect against anticompetitive misuse;	


– Make “new” WIPO Model Law available for 
analysis;	


– Produce new implementation guidelines in 
collaboration with NGOs and academics.	


	




A2K requires Information & 
Communication Technologies	


•  Internet search engines (e.g. Google, 
Live MSN)	


	

	






A2K requires Information & 
Communication Technologies	


•  Internet search engines (e.g. Google, Live 
MSN)	


•  Free & reliable hosting platform for user-
generated content.	

– University lecture courses on YouTube	

– University lecture courses as downloadable 

podcasts	

•  Mobile content delivery, off Internet.	

•  Decentralized P2P Networks - BitTorrent	

	








•  http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=UjarYsSHNwY	




Challenges - Providing environment 
conducive to tech innovation	


•  Copyright can hinder or facilitate creation 
and sharing of ICTs	

– Secondary Liability	


• No international harmonization	

• Rules that leave room for tech capable of 

non-infringing use (Sony Betamax)	

• Safe harbors/ liability limitation	


– Direct Liability - temporary reproduction	

	




Opportunities - Providing environment 
conducive to tech innovation	


•  WIPO could facilitate a2k technology:	

– Do nothing on 2ndy liability;	

– Amend WIPO Model Law temp. 

reproduction to minimize liability;	

– Best practices on robust safe harbors;	

– Exceptions for search engines,  ICTs.	

– Min. exceptions libraries, education, 

disabled. 	
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