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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

AR 24 a3

Case Number: 200801276

Ms. Marcia Hofmann
Electronic Frontier Foundation
454 Shotwell Street

San Francisco, CA 94110

Dear Ms. Hofmann:

This is in response to your Freedom of Information Act/Privacy Act
(FOIA/PA) request dated February 22, 2008, for copies of documents
concerning the non-immigrant visa (A2) of Sophia Helena In’t Veld
issued on June 21, 2005.

We will begin the processing of your request based upon the information
provided in your communication. We will notify you as soon as responsive
material has been retrieved and reviewed.

We wish to advise you that the cut-off date for retrieving records is either
the date you have given the Department by specifying a particular time
frame, or the date the search initiated. |

Fees

The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requires agencies to assess fees to
recover the direct costs of processing requests, unless a fee waiver has been
granted.

According to our regulations, by making a FOIA request, you have agreed to
pay all applicable fees up to $25 unless a fee waiver has been granted. You
may specify a willingness to pay a greater amount. If the estimated fees
exceed this limit, you will be notified.

Office of Information Programs and Services Inquiries:

U.S. Department of State, SA-2 Phone: 1-202-261-8484

Washington, DC 20522-8100 FAX: 1-202-261-8579
Website: www.foia.state.gov E-mail: FOIAStatus@state.gov
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You have stated your willingness to pay the fees incurred in the
processing of this request up to $£24 0J .

Please let us know if you are willing to pay the fees that will be
incurred in the processing of your request. You may set a limit of the
maximum amount that you wish to pay. Please be advised that,
without an agreement to pay fees, your request will be processed
without cost up to the required first 2 hours of search time (for all
other requester category only) and duplication of the first 100 pages

(for all other, media, educational and non-commercial scientific
requester categories).

We will notify you of the costs incurred in processing your request as soon

as the search for, and review of, any responsive documents have been
completed.

Based upon the information that you have provided, we have placed you in
the requester category checked below. This request will be processed in
accordance with the fee schedule designated for that category (see 22 C.F.R.
171, enclosed).

O

X

Commercial Use Requesters — Requires us to assess charges that
recover the full direct costs of searching for, reviewing for release,
and duplicating the record(s) sought.

Educational Institution Requesters — Requires us to assess charges that
recover the cost of duplicating the record(s) sought only, after the first
100 pages of duplication.

Non-commercial Scientific Institution Requesters — Requires us to
assess charges that recover the cost of duplicating the record(s) sought
only, after the first 100 pages of duplication.

Representatives of the News Media — Requires us to assess charges
that recover the cost of duplicating the record(s) sought only, after the
first 100 pages of duplication.

All Other Requesters — Requires us to assess charges that recover the
full reasonable direct cost of searching for and duplicating the
record(s) sought, after the first 100 pages of duplication, and the first
two hours of search time.

Office of Information Programs and Services Inquiries:
U.S. Department of State, SA-2 Phone: 1-202-261-8484
Washington, DC 20522-8100 FAX: 1-202-261-8579

Website: www.foia.state.gov E-mail: FOIAStatus@state.gov
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0  You have indicated your inclusion in a category different than
the one indicated above. Please forward the information
requested on the enclosed sheet titled “Requester Categories” to
substantiate your inclusion in a particular category of requester.

0  Your request for a fee waiver has been granted; therefore, your
request will be processed at no charge to you.

[0 Based upon the information provided in your letter, your request
for a fee waiver has been denied. If you wish to appeal this
decision, you may write to the Chief, Requester Liaison
Division, at the address given on the bottom of this page. Your
appeal should address the points listed in the enclosed sheet
titled “Requests for Fee Waivers.” Your appeal must be sent to
us within 30 days from the date that you receive this letter.

Expedition

O

After consideration of your request for expedited processing under the
Department’s rules governing Freedom of Information Act requests,
we have determined that your request does warrant expedited
processing.

Although we cannot promise that the processing of your request will
be completed by a specific date, it will be processed ahead of all other
requests now pending with the Department, except for those other
requests already determined to warrant expedition.

Our published regulations regarding expedition, 22 C.F.R. 171.12(b),
require a specific showing of a compelling need. Expeditious
processing is granted only in the following situations: (1) imminent
threat to the life or physical safety of an individual; (2) urgently
needed by an individual primarily engaged in disseminating
information in order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged
Federal Government activity and the information is urgently needed in
that a particular value of the information would be lost if not

Office of Information Programs and Services Inquiries:
U.S. Department of State, SA-2 Phone: 1-202-261-8484
Washington, DC 20522-8100 FAX: 1-202-261-8579

Website: www.foia.state.gov E-mail: FOIAStatus@state.gov
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disseminated quickly; (3) substantial humanitarian reasons; and

(4) loss of substantial due process rights. Your request does not meet
any of the established criteria. Regrettably, I must advise that you
have not provided adequate justification for expedition. However,
you may be assured that we will make every effort to process your
request in as timely a manner as possible. For your convenience, I
have enclosed a copy of the Department’s expeditious processing
criteria.

If you wish to appeal the denial of expedition, you may write to the
Chief, Requester Liaison Division, at the address below, within 30
days of receipt of this letter.

Other Agency Material L

O

Some of the material that you seek appears to have been originated by
another agency(ies). If you wish to contact the Freedom of
Information/Privacy Office of that agency(ies), the address(es) can be
found on the attached list.

Some of the records you seek are no longer in the possession of the
State Department. The majority of Department of State records
(excluding passport and visa records) which are 25 years or older are
transferred to the National Archives and Records Administration
(NARA) in accordance with Title 22, Code of Federal Regulations,
Part 171.6. Accordingly, requests for such records should be
addressed to:

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Room 311
College Park, MD 20740-6001

For pre-1925 passport records, and visa records dating 1910-1940, please

contact:
Civil Records
National Archives & Records Administration
Washington, DC 20408
Office of Information Programs and Services Inquiries:
U.S. Department of State, SA-2 Phone: 1-202-261-8484
Washington, DC 20522-8100 FAX: 1-202-261-8579

Website: www.foia.state.gov E-mail: FOIAStatus@state.gov
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If you wish to review further information on our requirements for
maintenance or disposal of records, please visit the following website:
foia.state.gov/records.asp.

While we will make every-effort to meet the time limits cited in the FOIA
(5 U.S.C. § 552), unusual circumstances may arise for extending the time
limit (see enclosure). We appreciate your patience in this matter.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at the number
or address below. We can provide faster service if you include the case
number of your request in your communications with us.

We are pleased to be of service to you.

Sincerely,

)

(erimm ] B
Anne T. Baker

Requester Communications Branch
ISO 9001:2000 Certified

Enclosures:
As stated.
Office of Information Programs and Services Inquiries:
U.S. Department of State, SA-2 Phone: 1-202-261-8484
Washington, DC 20522-8100 FAX: 1-202-261-8579

Website: www.foia.state.gov E-mail: FOIAStatus @state.gov



