ELECTRONIC FRONTIER FOUNDATION

Protecting Rights and Promoting Freedom on the Electronic Frontier

FAA Timeline for Integrating Government
and Private Drones in the United States'
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! See https://www.cdt.org/blogs/harley-geiger/2703drone-countdown for more specific information on each
of these milestones.

The FAA and others in government and industry generally refer to drones as “unmanned aerial systems”
(UAS) or “unmanned aerial vehicles” (UAV).

? See “FAA Makes Progress with UAS Integration,” FA4 (May 14, 2012)
http://www.faa.gov/news/updates/?newsld=68004).

4 See, id. “The FAA and the Department of Justice’s National Institute of Justice have established an
agreement that meets the congressional mandate [‘to allow a government public safety agency to operate
unmanned aircraft weighing 4.4 pounds or less’ under certain restrictions]. Initially, law enforcement
organizations will receive a [certificate of authorization (COA)] for training and performance evaluation.
When the organization has shown proficiency in flying its UAS, it will receive an operational COA. The
agreement also expands the allowable UAS weight up to 25 pounds.”



