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qwest communications

Statement by Nacchio's lawyer

By DenverPost.com
DenverPost.com

STATEMENT OF HERBERT J. STERN, ATTORNEY FOR JOSEPH P. NACCHIO

In light of pending litigation, I have been reluctant to Issue any public statements. However, because of apparent confuslon
concerning Joe Nacchio and his role in refusing to make private telephone records of Qwest customers available to the NSA
immedIately following the Patrlot Act, and In order to negate misguided attempts to relate Mr. Nacchlo's conduct to present
litigation, the following are the facts.

In the Fall of 2001, at a time when there was no investigation of Qwest or Mr. Nacchio by the Department of Justice or the
Securities Exchange Commission, and while Mr. Nacchlo was Chalrman and CEQO of Qwest and was serving pursuant to the
President’s appointment as the Chairman of the Natlonal Security Telecommunications Advisory Committee, Qwest was
approached to permit the Government access to the private telephone records of Qwest customers.

Mr. Nacchio made inquiry as to whether a warrant or other legal process had been secured in support of that request. When he
learned that no such authority had been granted and that there was a disinclination on the part of the authorities to use any
legal process, Including the Speclal Court which had been established to handle such matters, Mr. Nacchio concluded that these
requests violated the privacy requirements of the Telecommicatlons Act. Accordingly, Mr. Nacchio issued Instructions to refuse to
comply with these requests. These requests continued throughout Mr. Nacchlo's tenure and until his departure in June of 2002.

http://www.denverpost.com/portlet/article/html/fragments/print_article jsp?article=3816151  6/7/2006



