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Libraries and 18 U.S.C. § 
2709 (telephone toll and transactional records): 
A library is not a wire or electronic communications service provider unless the library is 
providing the services defined in 18 
U.S.C. § 2510(15)(electronic communication service). 

2510 (15) defines electronic communication service as: 

An "electronic communication service provides its users the ability to send or receive 
wire or electronic communications." S. Rep. No. 541, 99th Cong., 2d Sess. 14 (1986). 
Examples of electronic communication services would be telephone companies (such as 
Verizon) and electronic mail companies (such as America On Line). Id. Verizon serves as 
an electronic communication service when it facilitates the placement of telephone calls, 
and America On Line does, as well, when it transmits electronic mail from the sender to 
the recipient. 
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