ELECTRONIC FRONTIER FOUNDATION

Protecting Rights and Promoting Freedom on the Electronic Frontier

Dear U.S. Representatives,
Re: Oppose S.J. Res 34 - Repeal of FCC Privacy Rules

We, the undersigned founders, executives, and employees of ISPs and networking
companies, spend our working lives ensuring that Americans have high-quality, fast,
reliable, and locally provided choices available when they need to connect to the Internet.
One of the cornerstones of our businesses is respecting the privacy of our customers, and
it is for that primary reason that we are writing to you today.

We urge Congress to preserve the FCC’s Broadband Privacy Rules and vote down plans
to abolish them. If the rules are repealed, large ISPs across America would resume spying
on their customers, selling their data, and denying them a practical and informed choice
in the matter.

Perhaps if there were a healthy, free, transparent, and competitive market for Internet
services in this country, consumers could choose not to use those companies’ products.
But small ISPs like ours face many structural obstacles, and many Americans have very
limited choices: a monopoly or duopoly on the wireline side, and a highly consolidated
cellular market dominated by the same wireline firms.

Under those circumstances, the FCC’s Broadband Privacy Rules are the only way that
most Americans will retain the free market choice to browse the Web without being
surveilled by the company they pay for an Internet connection.
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