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TO ALL PARTIES AND THEIR ATTORNEYS OF RECORD:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the undersigned proposed Amici Curiae will and hereby
do move the Court for leave to appear and file the accompanying proposed brief supporting
Plaintiffs in this litigation. Plaintiffs consent to and Defendants do not oppose—but reserve the
right to object on other grounds as appropriate—the filing of this brief.

I. Statement of Interest of Amici Curiae

The proposed amici’s sole interest is to assist this Court in applying Section 215 of the
USA PATRIOT Act by illuminating similarities between the ongoing bulk telephone records
surveillance at issue here and the government’s past surveillance activities. Amici derive their
expertise from decades of research and from direct experience with executive surveillance
programs and oversight structures.

James Bamford served as an intelligence analyst with the United States Navy. In 1982 he
published The Puzzle Palace, the first comprehensive history of the National Security Agency
(“NSA”). In three subsequent books and numerous articles he has chronicled the activities of the
NSA from its inception, through the post-9/11 era, to the present day. He is the foremost
historian of the NSA.

Loch Johnson served as special assistant to the chair of the Church Committee—which
conducted a comprehensive review of American intelligence programs—and as staff director of
the House Subcommittee on Intelligence Oversight. He also worked with the Chair of the Aspin-
Brown Commission on Intelligence. He is currently Regents Professor of Political Science at the
University of Georgia and the editor of Intelligence and National Security.

Peter Fenn served as Washington Chief of Staff for Senator Frank Church from and on
the staff of the Senate Intelligence Committee.

IL. Issues Addressed by Movants in the Brief

Amici seek leave to file the attached amicus curiae brief to explain how direct historical

patterns illuminate the inherent dangers in the government’s interpretation of Section 215 as a
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grant of expansive power to the executive to determine the parameters of its surveillance of
Americans.

As experts in the history of executive surveillance programs, amici are uniquely qualified
to assist the Court in this way. In the brief, amici explain patterns from the mid-twentieth
century’s era of poorly supervised surveillance that resulted in abusive targeting of
constitutionally protected activities and how these patterns have reemerged in recent years.

Amici therefore believe the attached brief will help the Court in properly applying Section
215’s relevance requirement. They explain that this requirement should be given its natural
reading as a check on, rather than a license for, expansive executive surveillance powers.

CONCLUSION
For the above reasons, amici respectfully request this Court’s leave to submit the

accompanying brief attached as Exhibit A.

Dated: November 15, 2013 By:  /s/ Jennifer M. Urban

Jennifer M. Urban, Esq.
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